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Thisguide aims at providing information on bird identification for fishery observersworking in French
islandsSaint-Paul& Amsterdamwaters, in the southernIndianOcean. We designedit so that it couldbe
usedby everyobserver,includingthe oneswho havelittle experiencein bird identification. We therefore
used simple diagnostic traits and tried to limit specialistvocabularyto describe the species. These
descriptionsmight not be sufficient in some cases, but you will find more precise and complete
information on identificationfor thesespecies, in the referencelist at the end of the guide(seeShirihaiet
al., 2008; Onley& Scofield,2007).

Eachspeciessheetprovidesthe nameof the speciesin English,Frenchandlatin, picturesof the bird at sea
showingdiagnostictraits, aswell as3 pictogramsindicating:

- speciesrough size within the southernseabirdrange

- breedingstatuson Saint-Paul and Amsterdam islands

- frequencyof observationfrom the fishingboats. Note that somerelativelyabondantspecieson landare
seldomelyseenfrom fishingboats, or only in caseof accidentallandings(nocturnalpetrelsnamely).

R    regular O    occasional

We includedin this book all the speciesthat havebeen recordedbreedingin Saint-Pauland Amsterdam
duringthe last terrestrialsurveys(Lesageet al., 2024; Barbraudet al., 2021), aswell asthe speciesthat do
not breed on the islandsbut havebeen observedfrom fishingboatsby observersduring bird countsor
opportunisticobservationssincethe beginningof the program.
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Red-tailed tropicbirdςPhaéton à brins rouges
Phaethonrubricauda

TROPICBIRDS  - PHAETHONTIDAE

File:Red-tailed Tropicbird RWD2.jpg. (2022, May 4). Wikimedia Commons. Retrieved 12:07, 

February 4, 2025 from https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Red-

tailed_Tropicbird_RWD2.jpg&oldid=653875218.
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Northern rockhopperpenguin
Gorfou sauteur subtropical
Eudyptesmoseleyi

PENGUINS - SPHENISCIDAE

MLEM

R

MLEM

CBAI

MLEM

CBAI

Long yellowcrest

Ad plumage Immature plumage

Crest veryshort 
and dark

Young juvenile

Residualdown
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Amsterdam albatrossςAlbatros d'Amsterdam
Diomedeaamsterdamensis

ALBATROSSES - DIOMEDEIDAE

R

MAKA

SAPEMLEM

Darkcuttingedges
and darkishtip to bill 

White face and darkcap

Darkbreastband

Darkor mottled back

Whiteningin older
individuals
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Snowy albatrossςAlbatros hurleur
Diomedeaexulans R

MLEM

ALBATROSSES - DIOMEDEIDAE

MLEM

MLEM

GASC

GASC

White face 
and darkcap

All brownupperparts
and belly

Whiteningof body featherswith age
and accordingto sex

Upperpartsfully white at the exception of wingtrailing
edgeand tip in older males

Juvenileplumage

Pink ear-covertpatch often visible
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Snowy albatrossςAlbatros hurleur
Diomedeaexulans R

ALBATROSSES - DIOMEDEIDAE

GASC

GASC

CANT FAUB

GASC GASC

GASC

Juvenileplumage

White face 
and darkcapAll brown upperparts

Whiteningof body feathersand 
upperwingwith age

Oldermales whitest

Pink ear-covertpatch often visible
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Southernroyal albatrossςAlbatros royal
Diomedeaepomophora O

GASC

MLEM

ALBATROSSES - DIOMEDEIDAE

White dustingon black upperwing

Darkcuttingedgesto 
pale pinkbill 
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