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INTRODUCTION

Thisguide aims at providing information on bird identification for fishery observersworking in French
IslandsSaintPaul& Amsterdamwaters, in the southernindian Ocean We designedit sothat it could be

usedby everyobserver,ncludingthe oneswho havelittle experiencein bird identification We therefore

used simple diagnostictraits and tried to limit specialistvocabularyto describethe species These
descriptionsmight not be sufficient in some cases, but you will find more precise and complete
iInformation on identificationfor thesespeciesin the referencelist at the end of the guide (seeShirihaiet

al., 2008 Onley& Scofield2007).

Eachspeciesheetprovidesthe nameof the speciesn Englishfrenchand latin, picturesof the bird at sea
showingdiagnostidraits, aswell as3 pictogramsandicating:

- speciegough sizewithin the southernseabirdrange

4 Y yp ) wyl
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small medium large

- breedingstatuson SaintPaul and Amsterdamslands

9

breeder non breeder

- frequencyof observationfrom the fishingboats Note that somerelativelyabondantspecieson landare
seldomelyseenfrom fishingboats or only in caseof accidentalandinggnocturnalpetrelsnamely).

R regular O occasional

We includedin this book all the speciesthat have beenrecordedbreedingin SaintPauland Amsterdam
duringthe lastterrestrial surveysLesageet al., 2024 Barbraudet al., 2021), aswell asthe specieghat do
not breed on the islandsbut have been observedfrom fishingboats by observersduring bird counts or
opportunisticobservationssincethe beginningof the program




TROPICBIRDSPHAETHONTIDAE

Redtailed tropicbird ¢ Phaéton a brins rouges

Phaethorrubricauda ,4,{4 % o

File:Red-tailed Tropicbird RWD?2.jpg. (2022, May 4). Wikimedia Commons. Retrieved 12:07,
February 4, 2025 from https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Red-

tailed_Tropicbird RWD2.jpg&oldid=653875218.



https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Red-tailed_Tropicbird_RWD2.jpg&oldid=653875218

PENGUINSSPHENISCIDAE

Northern rockhopperpenguin

Gorfou sauteur subtropical
Eudyptesnoseleyi
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ALBATROSSEBIOMEDEIDAE

Amsterdamalbatrossc Albatros d'Amsterdam
Diomedeaamsterdamensis 44 ‘{ @ R

White face andlarkcap

Darkcutting edges
anddarkishtip to bill

Darkbreastband
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ALBATROSSEBIOMEDEIDAE

Snowyalbatrossc Albatros hurleur
Diomedeaexulans

Whltenlngof bodyfeatherswith age
: N andaccordingto sex
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= White face
"nd dark cap

Upperpartsfully white at the exception ofvingtrailing
edgeand tip inolder males




ALBATROSSEBIOMEDEIDAE

Snowyalbatrossc Albatros hurleur
Diomedeaexulans M @ r
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White face Whiteningof bodyfeathersand

Allbrown upperparts anddarkcap

upperwingwith age

Oldermaleswhitest




ALBATROSSEBIOMEDEIDAE

Southernroyal albatrossc Albatros royal

Diomedeaepomophora 44‘{ @ O

Darkcutting edgesto
pale pinkbill

White dustingon blackupperwino



