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Abstract 

This paper presents the draft SIOFA Ecosystem Summary 2023. 
This draft was originally prepared by the SIOFA Secretariat and first presented during PAEWG4 
and at SC7. The draft was then implemented during the intersessional period and discussed in a 
specific SIOFA Workshop (WS2022-SUM1) where detailed feedback was provided on the 
document. 

1 Restricted documents may contain confidential information. Please do not distribute restricted documents in 
any form without the explicit permission of the SIOFA Secretariat and the data owner(s)/provider(s). 
2 Documents available only to members invited to closed sessions. 


	Contents
	1.  Purpose of this document
	2. Data sources
	2.1 Data availability
	2.2 Missing data for the purposes of this summary
	2.3 Data used in this summary

	3. Ecoregions of the Southern Indian Ocean
	4. Main fisheries operating in the SIOFA Area
	5. Observer coverage
	6. Target/non-target catch
	6.1 Target/non-target catch of sharks
	6.2 Discards and non-target fish catch

	7. Interactions with seabirds, marine mammals, turtles, and with sharks considered to be at high risk and/or concern
	7.1 Seabirds
	7.1.1 Incidental captures
	7.1.1 Abundance observed around fishing operations

	7.2 Marine turtles
	7.3 Marine mammals
	7.3.1 Incidental captures
	7.3.1 Abundance observed around fishing operations

	7.4 Shark captures of species considered to be at high risk and/or concern

	8. Interactions with the seafloor and benthic organisms
	8.1 Interim bottom fishing footprint
	8.1.1 Revised bottom fishing footprint by gear
	8.1.2 Bottom fishing footprint by subarea

	8.2 Bottom Fishing Impact Assessment
	8.3 Bottom fisheries interaction with VME indicator taxa
	8.4 Habitats of significance
	8.5 Fishing in SIOFA protected areas

	9. Interactions with larger ecosystem processes
	9.1 Climate change and environmental variability
	9.2 Trophic and ecosystem level effects

	10. References
	11. Appendix A – Target fish species reported in SIOFA fisheries and included among target species referred to in this Summary
	12. Appendix B – Common names, FAO species codes, and scientific names of sharks, referred to in this Summary
	13. Appendix C – Common names, FAO species codes, and scientific names of VME taxa reported as incidental captures in SIOFA fisheries
	14. Appendix D – Data included in figures and additional figures



