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Abstract 
 
Thailand becomes the ninth Contracting Party to the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries 
Agreement. 
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Thailand becomes the 9th Contracting Party to SIOFA 

 

FAO have informed SIOFA Secretariat that Thailand submitted an instrument of accession to the 
Depository of the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement (the Agreement), on the 21st April 
2017.  As provided in Article 25 of the Agreement, the Depository of the Agreement is the Director-
General of the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the United Nations. 

Pursuant to Article 24.3 of the Agreement, the treaty became effective for Thailand 21 May 2017, 30 
days after the date of deposit.   

Please find a copy of the official letter from FAO informing of the above in Annex I, and in Annex II an 
update on the status of SIOFA dated 16 May 2017 is provided and this can also be found on the 
following link http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/legal/docs/035s-e.pdf  

At the request of Thailand I met with the Thailand Fisheries authorities 18/19 May in Bangkok to 
discuss priorities for Thailand regarding compliance with SIOFA CMMs and data submission.   

During this meeting, I was provided with the following 3 names nominated as Official Contacts to 
SIOFA.    

 
• Dr. Adisorn Promthep – as Commissioner  

Director-General, Department for Fisheries 
Tel: +662 562 0523 Fax: +662 562 0564 
E-mail: adisornp@fisheries.go.th  
 

• Mrs. Chuanpid Chantarawarathit – as Official Contact 
Acting Senior Expert on International Fisheries Affairs 
Fisheries Foreign Affairs Division 
Tel/Fax: +662 579 8214 
E-mail: chuanpidc@gmail.com  
 

• Mr Sarayoot Boonkumjad – as Official Contact 
Chief of Oversea 
Overseas Fisheries and Transshipment Control Division 
Tel/Fax: +662 588 0190 
Email:  sboonkumjad@yahoo.com  

 
In accordance with SIOFA Rules of Procedure Rule 9 2. c), these names have now been added to the 
SIOFA list of Official Contacts. 

SIOFA secretariat welcomes Thailand and are looking forward to their contributions towards achieving 
the objectives of the Agreement, to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of the 
fishery resources in the Area.  
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Rome, 2 May 2017 

I wish to inform you that, on 21 April 2017, the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand deposited an 
instrument of accession to the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement ("the Agreement") with the 
Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Depositary of the 
Agreement. 

Pursuant to its Article 24.3, the Agreement shall enter into force for each State or regional 
economic integration organization which accedes to it thirty days after the date of deposit with the 
Director-General of its instrument of accession. Consequently, the date of entry into force of the 
Agreement for the Kingdom of Thailand is 21 May 2017. 

In accordance with Article 25(2) of the Agreement, the Director-General will be informing all 
Signatories and Contracting Parties to the Agreement of the deposit of the above-mentioned instrument. 

In addition, the instrument will be registered with the Secretariat of the United Nations in conformity 
with Article 2 of the Regulations to give effect to Article I 02 of the Charter of the United Nations adopted by 
the General Assembly on l December 1949. 

Mr. Jon Lansley 
Executive Secretary 
Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement 
C/O DAAF, Batiment B 
Pare de la Providence 
97489 Saint-Denis Cedex 
La Reunion, France 

You� 

Antonio Tavares 
Legal Counsel 

cc Mr. Ami Mathiesen 
Assistant Director-General 
F AO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
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Last update: 16 May 2017 

SOUTHERN INDIAN OCEAN FISHERIES AGREEMENT 

A Conference of Plenipotentiaries for the Adoption of the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries 

Agreement, held on 7 July 2006 at the Headquarters of the Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations in Rome, Italy, adopted the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries 

Agreement (SIOFA).  

In accordance with its Article 22, the Agreement was opened for signature from 7 July 2006 

to 6 July 2007 by all States and the regional economic integration organization that 

participated in the Inter-Governmental Consultation on the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries 

Agreement and any other State having jurisdiction over waters adjacent to the Area (defined 

in Article 3 of the Agreement). 

The Agreement is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the signatories. The 

Agreement is also open for accession by any State or regional economic integration 

organization referred to in Article 22 (1) and by any other State or regional economic 

integration organization interested in fishing activities in relation to the fishery resources 

defined in Article 1 (f).  

In accordance with Article 24, the Agreement shall enter into force ninety (90) days from the 

date of receipt by the Depositary of the fourth instrument of ratification, acceptance or 

approval, at least two of which should be deposited by coastal States bordering the Area. 

Given that this requirement was met on 23 March 2012, the Agreement entered into force on 

21 June 2012. 

The Agreement was registered with the Secretariat of the United Nations under No. 49647 on 

21 June 2012. 

Signatories and Parties to the Agreement: 

The following are the signatories and the participants that deposited their instruments on the 

dates indicated: 

Participant Signature Ratification Approval Accession 

Australia 29 Dec 2006 23 Mar 2012 

Comoros 7 Jul 2006 

Cook Islands 5 Jun 2008 

European 

Union, 

Member 

Organization 7 Jul 2006 

15 Oct 2008 

France 7 Jul 2006 25 Jan 2013 

Japan 17 Jun 2014 

Kenya 7 Jul 2006 

Madagascar 4 Oct 2006 
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Last update: 16 May 2017 

Reservations 

Reservations by Mauritius (original in English): 

“(i) The State of Mauritius is defined in the Laws of Mauritius as including the island of 

Mauritius, Rodrigues, Agalega, Tromelin, Cargados Carajos and the Chagos 

Archipelago, including Diego Garcia and any other island comprised in the State of 

Mauritius;  

(ii) The State of Mauritius reiterates its rights to exercise complete and full sovereignty

over its territory, including the territory and maritime zones of the Chagos Archipelago

and Tromelin as defined in the Constitution of Mauritius; and

(iii) Membership acquired to the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement through

territories found partly within the South West Indian Ocean region covered by the

Agreement shall not constitute a basis for denying the rights of the Republic of

Mauritius regarding the exercise of its sovereignty or territorial and maritime

jurisdiction on the Chagos Archipelago, Tromelin and surrounding maritime areas.”

Mauritius 5 Jul 2006 10 Dec 2010 

Mozambique 7 Jul 2006 

New Zealand 7 Jul 2006 

Republic of 

Korea 

29 Oct 2014 

Seychelles 7 Jul 2006 5 Nov 2007 

Thailand 21 Apr 2017 

Annex II
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