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SIOFA Secretariat support to the SC and MoP in 2025‐2026 
 

Introduction 
This paper attempts to provide a simple and schematic summary of the work undertaken at the SIOFA Secretariat to support the requests of the SIOFA Scientific 
Committee and the SIOFA Meeting of the Parties around scientific matters. 
The paper uses tables, links and a “traffic light” color system to rapidly visualize the status of the tasks assigned to the Secretariat, with the aim to identify tasks that 
warrant further attention from the Scientific Committee. The following table provides an explanation of the color-coding system. 

 

Task completed  

Task ongoing  

No action taken so far  

 
Tasks explicitly assigned by SC and MoP 
The following table contains a list of tasks that were assigned to the Secretariat by either the SIOFA Scientific Committee or the SIOFA Meeting of the Parties around 
scientific matters (including their references), with a short description of the actions undertaken and the status of the task. 
 

Report Report 
Paragraph Task Lead Action 

SC10 72 
The SC recommended the MoP note the revised guidelines for the Submission 
of Annual National Reports given in SC-10-INFO-01-Rev1 and request the 
Secretariat make it available on the SIOFA website. 

Science Officer 

Completed April 2025. Guidelines 
available at 
https://siofa.org/science/sc-
guidelines  

SC10 134 
The SC reviewed the revised BFIA from Japan and noted that it meets the BFIA 
Standard. The SC tasked the Secretariat to publish Japan’s revised BFIA on the 
SIOFA website. 

Science Officer 
Completed April 2025. SIOFA BFIAs 
available at 
https://siofa.org/management/BFIA  

https://siofa.org/science/sc-guidelines
https://siofa.org/science/sc-guidelines
https://siofa.org/management/BFIA
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Report Report 
Paragraph Task Lead Action 

SC10 140 
The SC noted the revised version of the BFIA for Hapuka Fishery provided by 
Comoros and noted that it meets the BFIA Standard. The SC tasked the 
Secretariat to publish the Comoros Hapuka Fishery BFIA on the SIOFA website. 

Science Officer 
Completed in April 2025. SIOFA 
BFIAs available at 
https://siofa.org/management/BFIA 

SC10 164 

The SC noted that the MoP noted the usefulness of paper WSHSPA-2023-01 for 
tracking SIOFA’s progress in developing harvest strategies, that the MoP has 
tasked the Secretariat to regularly update this information and present it to 
future meetings and workshops where harvest strategies are to be discussed, 
and that the Secretariat has submitted such updated information to SC10 (SC-
10-28) 

Science Officer Completed in February 2026. See 
paper SC-11-27 

SC10 243 
The SC requested that the Secretariat present the figure of yearly incidental 
catch of VME indicator taxa in fisheries targeting alfonsino by taxa group 
(corals/sponges), rather than by species in the next version of the Summary. 

Science Officer 

ALF summary due in 2028. In the 
meantime, this feature was added 
to the TOT summary. It can be done 
for all species as summaries get 
updated. 

SC10 251 
The SC noted that SC-10-38 may also be of interest to CCAMLR and tasked the 
SIOFA Secretariat to liaise with the CCAMLR Secretariat on how this paper could 
be shared with the relevant CCAMLR body/ies. 

Science Officer 

CCAMLR contacted in April 2025. A 
paper was submitted by the 
CCAMLR Secretariat on behalf of 
SIOFA to WG-FSA. 

SC10 262 

The SC noted that the code of the 2024 trend analysis was updated and 
expanded by the SIOFA Secretariat, and tasked the Secretariat to provide the 
updated code (with confidential information removed), on the SIOFA 
Secretariat GitHub. 

Science Officer 

Completed in April 2025. Code 
available at the Secretariat GitHub 
dedicated page, with a complete 
history of the code evolution. 

SC10 272 The SC noted that the EU and France (OT) might seek assistance from the 
Secretariat (Science Officer) during their working group, if needed. Science Officer 

Completed in December 2025 
during a bilateral workshop 
between EU and France (OT) 

SC10 346 

The SC recommended that historical SIOFA data on vulnerable shark species be 
shared with FAO, AquaMaps and IUCN to inform the predicted distribution of 
these species and tasked the SIOFA Secretariat to liaise with these institutions 
to deliver the data, subject to the SIOFA rules of data confidentiality. 

Data Officer 
(Science Officer 

to assist if 
necessary) 

This task has not been undertaken, 
yet. Planned to be done in 2026. 

https://siofa.org/management/BFIA
https://github.com/SIOFASecretariat/SIOFA_SC_Reports_code/tree/main/SIOFA_TOT_catch_analysis
https://github.com/SIOFASecretariat/SIOFA_SC_Reports_code/tree/main/SIOFA_TOT_catch_analysis
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Report Report 
Paragraph Task Lead Action 

SC10 427 
The SC reviewed and endorsed “SIOFA VME Taxa Classification Guide 2025”. 
The SC tasked the Secretariat to publish the new guide on the SIOFA website 
(under https://siofa.org/science/observers-resources). 

Science Officer 

Completed in April 2025. ID guide 
available here 
https://siofa.org/science/observers-
resources  

SC10 438 

The SC reviewed WS2024-PAD’s proposed changes to the SIOFA protocol for 
future protected areas designation (as shown in Annex B of the Convener’s 
Report (SC-10-46)) and proposed further changes to the Protocol. The SC 
adopted the revised SIOFA protocol for future protected areas designation 
(Annex G) and tasked the Secretariat to publish the Protocol on the SIOFA 
website. 

Science Officer 

Completed in April 2025. Revised 
protocol available at 
https://siofa.org/science/sc-
guidelines 

SC10 481 
The SC requested the Secretariat include reference to the SC’s use of the 
Fisheries Operation Plan Checklist on the SIOFA website alongside the 
exploratory fisheries information package. 

Science 
Officer/Data 

Officer 

Completed in April 2025. Fisheries 
Operation Plan Checklist available at 
https://siofa.org/science/sc-
guidelines 

SC10 525 

The SC tasked the Secretariat to develop a draft list of ETP species, building on 
the interim definitions developed at SC8 and endorsed by MoP10 and present it 
at a future meeting of the SC. The SC requested the Secretariat to use the finest 
taxonomic scale that is reasonably possible. The SC noted the importance of 
consistently using the FAO codes in the list. The SC encouraged CCPs to share 
their domestic ETP species lists with the Secretariat to assist the Secretariat 
when developing the draft list. The SC agreed to review and finalise a list of ETP 
species at a future meeting of the SC, to forward the list to the MoP for 
adoption, and to continue to propose updates to the list as appropriate. 

Science Officer Completed in February 2026. See 
paper SC-11-18 

SC10 527 
The SC agreed to task the Secretariat to provide regular ETP species reports 
once the list of ETP species is adopted. The SC noted that relevant information 
from the ETP reports could also be included in the SIOFA Ecosystem Summary. 

Science Officer For future years 

SC10 531 
The SC tasked the Secretariat to include further improvements to the observer 
logbooks, including introducing field validation routines and locking cells with 
the aim to reduce input errors." 

Data Officer 

This task is ongoing, the observer 
XLS logbook templates have been 
updated in 2025 with the addition 
of dropdown lists for codes (gears, 
species, etc.)  

https://siofa.org/science/observers-resources
https://siofa.org/science/observers-resources
https://siofa.org/science/sc-guidelines
https://siofa.org/science/sc-guidelines
https://siofa.org/science/sc-guidelines
https://siofa.org/science/sc-guidelines
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Report Report 
Paragraph Task Lead Action 

SC10 579 
The SC thanked the Secretariat for preparing the [capacity building] document 
and requested that the Secretariat present an updated version of the 
document at MoP11 that takes into consideration the above comments. 

Science Officer 

A draft with these comments has 
been prepared for MoP12 
submission in April 2025. See paper 
MoP-12-25 

MOP12 108 
The MoP NOTED paragraph 72 of the SC10 report, NOTED the revised 
guidelines for the Submission of Annual National Reports given in SC-10-INFO-
01-Rev1, and TASKED the Secretariat to make it available on the SIOFA website. 

Science Officer 

Completed in July 2025. Guidelines 
available at 
https://siofa.org/science/sc-
guidelines 

MOP12 109 

The MoP NOTED paragraph 78 of the SC10 report, ENDORSED the Overview of 
SIOFA Fisheries 2025 (SC-10-14-Rev1), and TASKED the Secretariat to make a 
public version of it, with confidential information removed, available on the 
SIOFA website 

Science Officer Completed in July 2025. See 
https://siofa.org/publications  

MOP12 110 

The MoP NOTED paragraph 84 of the SC10 report, ENDORSED the SIOFA 
Ecosystem Summary 2025 (SC-10-15-Rev1), and TASKED the Secretariat to 
make a public version of it, with confidential information removed, available on 
the SIOFA website. 

Science Officer Completed in July 2025. See 
https://siofa.org/publications 

MOP12 111 

The MoP NOTED paragraph 236 of the SC10 report, ENDORSED the SIOFA 
Fisheries Summary: orange roughy 2025, and TASKED the Secretariat to make a 
public version of it, with confidential information removed, available on the 
SIOFA website. 

Science Officer Completed in July 2025. See 
https://siofa.org/publications 

MOP12 112 
The MoP NOTED paragraph 245 of the SC10 report, ENDORSED SIOFA Fisheries 
Summary: alfonsino 2025, and TASKED the Secretariat to make a public version 
of it, with confidential information removed, available on the SIOFA website 

Science Officer Completed in July 2025. See 
https://siofa.org/publications 

MOP12 113 

The MoP NOTED paragraph 282 of the SC10 report, ENDORSED the SIOFA 
Fisheries Summary: Toothfish 2025, and TASKED the Secretariat to make a 
public version of it, with confidential information removed, available on the 
SIOFA website 

Science Officer Completed in July 2025. See 
https://siofa.org/publications 

https://siofa.org/science/sc-guidelines
https://siofa.org/science/sc-guidelines
https://siofa.org/publications
https://siofa.org/publications
https://siofa.org/publications
https://siofa.org/publications
https://siofa.org/publications
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Report Report 
Paragraph Task Lead Action 

MOP12 114 

The MoP NOTED paragraph 294 of the SC10 report, ENDORSED the SIOFA 
fisheries summary for oilfish (Ruvettus pretiosus) and escolar (Lepidocybium 
flavobrunneum) 2025, and TASKED the Secretariat to make a public version of 
it, with confidential information removed, available on the SIOFA website 

Science Officer Completed in July 2025. See 
https://siofa.org/publications 

MOP12 115 

The MoP NOTED paragraph 318 of the SC10 report, ENDORSED the SIOFA 
Fisheries Summary: hapuka (Polyprion spp., hapuku wreckfish P. oxygeneios, 
wreckfish P. americanus) 2025, and TASKED the Secretariat to make a public 
version of it, with confidential information removed, available on the SIOFA 
website. 

Science Officer Completed in July 2025. See 
https://siofa.org/publications 

MOP12 116 

The MoP NOTED paragraph 322 of the SC10 report, ENDORSED the SIOFA 
Fisheries Summary: common mora (Mora moro) 2025, and TASKED the 
Secretariat to make a public version of it, with confidential information 
removed, available on the SIOFA website. 

Science Officer Completed in July 2025. See 
https://siofa.org/publications 

MOP12 187 

The MoP TASKED the Secretariat to apply the SIOFA trend analysis rules to the 
William’s Ridge Management Areas and to work closely with CCPs when the 
trend analysis rules are developed for the Del Cano Rise and South Indian Ridge 
areas 

Science Officer Completed in February 2026. See 
paper SC-11-17 

MOP12 368 

The MoP TASKED the Secretariat to correspond with the relevant CCPs to seek 
their input on their preferences among the proposed options in MoP-12-25-
Rev2 and to submit an updated paper, with CCPs’ input, for review to SC11, 
CC10, and MoP13 

Executive 
Secretary/Science 

Officer 

Completed in September 2025. See 
paper SC-11-23 

MOP12 369 

Based on the recommendations of SC10 (SC10 Report, para 156), it was 
proposed that a checklist be developed to assess any BFIA in the future. 
Mauritius requested that this checklist should be developed. Mauritius then 
requested the assistance of the Secretariat with respect to preparation of the 
BFIA, in line with the BFIA standard. 

Science Officer Completed in February 2026. See 
paper SC-11-19 

https://siofa.org/publications
https://siofa.org/publications
https://siofa.org/publications
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Report Report 
Paragraph Task Lead Action 

MOP12 383 

The MoP AGREED to implement a more streamlined process for reviewing the 
status of the implementation of the SIOFA Performance Review 
recommendations going forward as follows: 
a. The implementation status of recommendations that relate to the work of 
the subsidiary bodies of the MoP will be reviewed and discussed within the 
relevant subsidiary body and captured in any output from those bodies, e.g., 
the SC and CC reports. 
b. The MoP’s review will focus on the implementation status of 
recommendations that require the specific direction of the MoP and 
recommendations for which 
SIOFA MoP12 Report 
43 
progress has been made in the intersessional period. 
c. The MoP will not regularly review the implementation status of 
recommendations that are incomplete and for which no actions have been 
taken in the intersessional period. 
d. The table of recommendations in the paper presented by the Secretariat for 
the MoP will be reordered as follows: 
i. Recommendations on which progress has been made in the intersessional 
period will be presented at the top of the table. 
ii. Recommendations that have been adopted by the MoP and completed will 
be moved to second from bottom in the table; 
iii. Recommendations that the MoP has not adopted will be moved to bottom 
in the table. 

Science Officer Completed in February 2026. See 
paper SC-11-22 

 



SC-11-INFO-02 - SIOFA Secretariat support to the SC and MoP in 2025‐2026 

 

6  

Recurring tasks in the SIOFA SC Workplan and Budget 2024-2028 (MoP‐11‐06‐Rev1) 
Tasking Lead Status 

Annual report of VME encounters 
Data Officer Completed (see paper SC-11-INFO-06) 

Summary of SIOFA data Data Officer Completed (see paper SC-10-INFO-03) 

Update fisheries overview 
Science Officer 

Completed (see paper SC‐11‐14) 

Update ecosystem summary 
Science Officer 

Completed (see paper SC‐11‐15) 

Update fisheries summaries Science Officer Completed, the following summaries have been updated as per SC10 instructions, see paper 

SC-11-16 SIOFA Fisheries Summary: toothfish (Dissostichus spp., D. eleginoides, D. 

mawsoni) 2025 
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SIOFA Scientific project management 
The SIOFA Executive Secretary is responsible for the administrative side of project management (i.e., contracting of consultants and payments). For each 
project, an Advisory Panel is formed by the SC Chairs to provides technical guidance to the project and reviews its outputs. The SIOFA Science Officer 
prepares draft contracts, coordinates the activities of the consultants, aids the project manager (usually the SC Chair) and the project Advisory Panel with 
the output review process, and generally ensures the smooth flow of the project from contracting to completion, including publication. 

Starting in 2023, the SIOFA Data Officer created a public database of scientific projects on the SIOFA website. The database lists all current and past 
projects and for each project displays key information (e.g., start and end dates, budget, consultants etc.) and contains the final report produced by each 
project. This database is periodically updated by the SIOFA Science Officer. 

The following table details the projects that were completed or are active since the last annual SC meeting, for a full history of SIOFA scientific projects 
please refer to the public database of scientific projects on the SIOFA website. 
 

Project code Lead Summary Title Budget Funding source 
Project 
Status 

DWS‐2023‐02  Identification and trends in Deepwater Sharks 12,000 € MoP 
Completed 
(SC‐11‐29) 

ORY-2024-01 Stephen Brouwer (COK) Orange roughy stock assessment (2024-2025) 50,000 € MoP 
Completed 
(SC‐11‐28) 

PAM-2024-01 (Lead TBD) 
Development of the SIOFA Precautionary Approach 

Framework (PAF) 50,000 € EU SIOFA-PAM 
In progress 
(SC-11-31) 

PAM-2024-02 (Lead TBD) 
Determination of Biological Reference Points (BRPs) 

for key SIOFA fish stocks 30,000 € EU SIOFA-PAM 
In progress 
(SC-11-32) 

PAM-2024-03 (Lead TBD) 
Development of Harvest Strategies for key SIOFA fish 

stocks 40,000 € EU SIOFA-PAM 
In progress 
(SC-11-33) 
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Project code Lead Summary Title Budget Funding source 
Project 
Status 

PAM-2024-04 (Lead TBD) 
Expert Review Panel for the Development of the SIOFA 

Precautionary Approach and Management Projects 30,000 € EU SIOFA-PAM 
In progress 
(SC-11-34) 

ALF-2024-01 Takehiro Okuda, Stephen Brouwer Alfonsino age protocol development 15,000 € MoP 
Completed 
(SC‐11-30) 

 
Note that projects that are not managed by the Secretariat, but rather driven by CCPs using their funding, are not included in this paper. 
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Coordination with other RFMOs, FAO, other institutions 
The Secretariat is tasked by the SC and the MoP to coordinate with other relevant RFMOs and to implement SIOFA’s actions relative to commitments with 
FAO (the FAO FIRMS and DSF II Projects). 
 

Tasking Source of task Actions undertaken to date Progress status 

CCAMLR toothfish tag 
data exchange 

SC The Secretariat (Data Officer) exchanged data with the CCAMLR Secretariat in August/September 
2025. 

 

Completed (recurring) 

RFMO coordination SC/MoP The Secretariat (Science Officer) did not participate in other RFMO meetings during the last 
intersessional period 

Completed (recurring) 

FAO Fisheries and 
Resources Monitoring 
System (FIRMS) 
Coordination 

Partnership 
Arrangement 

The Science Officer completed the annual submission of data to FAO‐FIRMS, and relative update 
of the SIOFA FIRMS factsheets, in September 2025 
https://firms.fao.org/firms/search/institution/siofa/en  

Completed (recurring) 

FAO Deep‐sea 
Fisheries Project (DSF 
II) Coordination 

Partnership 
Arrangement 

The Science Officer cooperated and participated in various FAO‐DSF II meetings: 
- Steering committee meeting in March 2026 
- Nansen cruise in November-December 2025 
- EAF Symposium in Rome in March 2025 

The Science Officer coordinated the provision of a report on commitment of SIOFA resources to 
the DSF project (June 2025), and various actions related to the project. 
FAO‐DSF II and the SIOFA Secretariat (Science Officer) coordinated on paper submissions to SC11  
on the Nansen cruise 2025 in SIOFA (see e.g., papers SC‐11‐INFO-08 and 09). 

Completed (recurring) 

 
  

https://firms.fao.org/firms/search/institution/siofa/en
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Outstanding tasks 
 
 

Report Report 
paragraph Task Lead Progress status 

SC8 326 

 
The SC thanked Monaco Explorations for undertaking this 
work and for providing the information to the SC, and 
requested Monaco Explorations to share the data 
collected and continue to update the SC on its progress.   

Science 
Officer/Executive 
Secretary 

The Science Officer participated to a 
meeting in Mauritius in November 
2025, where the JMA and Mauritius 
authorities confirmed that the 
Monaco Exploration 2022 cruise 
data is still under a moratorium 
period and would not be transmitted 
to the SIOFA SC.  
No information was provided on the 
length of the moratorium period. 
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