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Abstract
China's distant-water squid fishery has developed rapidly since its inception in 1989, making the 
country the world's largest squid-catching nations. This document provides an overview of the 
history and current status of China’s squid fishery operations, particularly in the Indian Ocean. 
Targeting species such as Sthenoteuthis oualaniensis, China's operations in this region began in 
2003, with activities expanding over time despite challenges such as piracy and unstable regional 
conditions. Since 2015, a stablized fishing ground by Chinese squid fishing vessels has come into 
being with a focus on the northwestern Indian Ocean, and Chinese squid-fishing resumed within 
the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement (SIOFA) Area in 2023.
As a responsible fishing nation, China has been committed to the sustainable development of the 
squid resources in the Indian Ocean, conducting extensive research in this area. Since 2022, China 
has implemented an independent high seas fishing moratorium policy in north Indian Ocean and 
aims to carry out further studies within the Convention Area in the future.
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Recommendations
note that China's Squid Fishery in the High Seas of the Indian Ocean: Operations, Research, 
and Policies.
note that China is committed to further research and sustainable development of squid 
fisheries within the SIOFA Area.


