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Abstract

This paper presents the Report of the 2nd Extraordinary Meeting of the Scientific Committee (SC-
EXTRA2) of the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement (SIOFA). The recommendations of this
paper summarize the recommendations given in the report.
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Recommendations

The following is a list of recommendations from the report:
e The SC noted that the BFIA proposed by Comoros addressed the requirements of the
SIOFA BFIAS.
e The SC noted that should the MoP decide to accept the BFIA, then

o a.The SCrecommended that the MoP should consider requiring a more
precautionary VME indicator species threshold than the currently proposed 1% of
the total weight of the target species landed by a trap, given the potential impact
when using traps that can catch up to 200 kilos.

o b. The SCrecommended that the MoP may need to consider the status of the
fishery and the most appropriate management framework for the Comoros trap
fishery targeting Jasus, Projasus and Palinurus species, including through
integration into CMM 01, development of a specific lobster trap fishing CMM, or
inclusion in the New and Exploratory Fisheries CMM (CMM 17).

o c. Following the decision in paragraph b, the SC recommended that the MoP
instruct SC10 on the advice that it needs from the SC.

o d. The SC noted that there is currently insufficient information to provide advice
on management limits, therefore the SC recommended that the MoP should
implement interim catch and effort limits for Comoros, consisting of a Total
Allowable Catch of 300 tonnes (all crustacean species combined) annually,
combined with a Total Allowable Effort of the proposed vessel fishing for 150 days
per calendar year and a maximum of 14 days fishing per seamount per trip.

e The SC noted that there may have been some compliance issues that may need to be
discussed by the Compliance Committee or the MoP
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