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SC-10-26 - 2025 revisions to the SIOFA VME Taxa Classification Guide 2021 and the VME indicator
taxa list of CMM 01

Recommendations

The SIOFA Secretariat recommends that the SC (recommendations separated by theme):

CMM 01 Annex 1 - SIOFA VME indicator taxa

Notes that the nomenclature in Annex 1 of CMM 01(2024) is scientifically sound but
lacks structure and could lead to confusion across taxa

Considers the revised version of CMM 01 Annex 1 proposed in this paper and
recommends that one of the CCPs submits a corresponding paper to the MoP12 to
amend the CMM.

SIOFA VME Taxa Classification Guide 2021

Notes that some of the nomenclature and three-letter codes present in the “SIOFA VME
Taxa Classification Guide 2021” are obsolete or incorrect

Notes that the Secretariat has provided a revised and updated version of document, the
“SIOFA VME Taxa Classification Guide 2025"

Considers the revised version “SIOFA VME Taxa Classification Guide 2025” and tasks the
Secretariat to publish it on the SIOFA website (under
https://siofa.org/science/observers-resources)
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Annex 1 - SIOFA VME indicator taxa

Taxonomic level Taxon name FAO Code
Domain Bacteria
Chemosynthetic CXv
organisms
Phylum Bryozoa BZN
Phylum Xenophyophorea XEF
Phylum Brachiopoda BRQ
Phylum Porifera PFR
Class Hexactinellida HXY
Class Demospongiae DMO
Phylum Cnidaria CNI
Order Actiniaria ATX
Order Alcyonacea AlZ
Order Anthoathecata AZN
Order Antipatharia AQZ
Order Gorgonacea GGW
Order Scleractinia CSS
Order Pennatulacea NTW
Order Zoantharia 20T
Family Stylasteridae AXT
Phylum Echinodermata
Class Crinoidea CWD
Order Euryalida OEQ
Order Cidaroida CvD
Phylum Anellida
Family Serpulidae SZS
Phylum Arthropoda
Family Bathylasmatidae BWY
Phylum Tunicata
Class Ascidiacea SSX
Phylum Hemichordata
Class Pterobranchia HET






