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Abstract

There were no Indian flagged commercial fishing vessels fishing in the SIOFA Convention Area
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Recommendations

e |tisrecommended that the SC notes the national report provided by Republic of India.
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Introduction

India considers that the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement (SIOFA) is a significant
international organization dedicated to the sustainable management of fishery resources in the
Southern Indian Ocean. The SIOFA’s efforts in promoting cooperation among member countries is of
high significance to ensure the conservation of fish stocks and sustainable use of marine resources in
its areas of competence. By regulating fishing activities and protecting marine habitats, SIOFA plays a
crucial role in balancing fishery production with environmental conservation.

India does not have a fishery fishing in the SIOFA area of competence. However, India joined the
Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement (SIOFA) as a Cooperating Non-Contracting Party (CNCP)
in 2022 to participate in SIOFA's initiatives and contribute to the sustainable management of fishery
resources in the Southern Indian Ocean, even though it is not a full contracting party.

India's goals for a sustainable partnership with SIOFA include:

1. Supporting Marine Ecosystem Health: India is committed to ensuring that its fishing practices align
with SIOFA's sustainability objectives. By contributing to environmentally sound fishing standards,
India hopes to safeguard fish stocks and reduce the ecological impact of fishing activities.

2. Enhancing Sustainable Fishing Techniques: Working with SIOFA will enable India to adopt
advanced, sustainable fishing methods, which will reduce pressure on fish stocks. India’s association
with SIOFA can help the country become a leader in sustainable fishery practices in the region.

3. Strengthening Research and Data Collection: India sees potential in collaborating with SIOFA on
marine research, helping to build a stronger scientific foundation for sustainable fishery management.
Through joint data collection, India can contribute to accurate assessments of fish stocks and
environmental changes.

4. Encouraging Conservation-Driven Production: While increasing fish production, India is equally
focused on conservation. By diversifying its resources responsibly and following SIOFA’s sustainability
framework, India aims to contribute to both food security and marine conservation.

Conclusions

There are no Indian flagged commercial fishing vessels being currently operated in the SIOFA Area and
therefore, India does not have any information to provide under different sections of the National
Report. However, India may expand the fishing areas to the Convention area in the future.



