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Abstract 
 
The 2024 Annual National Report on Fishing Activity in the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries 
Agreement (SIOFA) Area provides an overview of Comoros' fishing operations, regulations, and 
data collection efforts. The F/V Rinascente 9 was added to the SIOFA record of authorized vessels 
on 6 March 2024, and operates under Comorian law, and adheres to all SIOFA Conservation and 
Management Measures (CMMs). Targeting lobster (Jasus and Projasus) species using traps, the 
vessel completed one fishing trip in 2024 from 30 March to 17 June 2024, with active fishing 
spanning 45 days. A total of 3123.52 kg of product weight lobster was landed, with a catch per 
unit effort (CPUE) of 24 kg per line and 0.5 kg per trap. The vessel operated in designated SIOFA 
subareas 2, 3a and 3b using selective fishing methods to minimise bycatch, and no mortalities of 
seabirds, marine mammals and Vulnerable Marine Ecosystem (VME) species were recorded. 
A key challenge during the 2024 season was the lack of reliable scientific data. To address this, the 
next trips will see the placement of highly trained observers, ensuring comprehensive data 
collection and improved monitoring. The report highlights Comoros' commitment to regulatory 
compliance, ongoing monitoring, and adaptive conservation strategies. 
 

 
1 Restricted documents may contain confidential information. Please do not distribute restricted documents in 
any form without the explicit permission of the SIOFA Secretariat and the data owner(s)/provider(s). 
2 Documents available only to members invited to closed sessions. 
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Recommendations  
 
It is recommended that the SC:  
 

• Notes the National Report provided by the Comoros.  
• Notes that the Comoros has complied with the annual reporting requirements of the 

SIOFA Scientific Committee.  
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Comoros 2025 Annual National Report on 
Fishing activity in the Southern Indian 
Ocean Fisheries Agreement Area 
 

Introduction 

The Union of Comoros flagged vessel, the f/v Rinascente 9 was added to the SIOFA record of 
authorised vessels on 6 March 2024. The authorisation requires the flagged vessels to comply with all 
the Union of Comoros laws and regulations, and all SIOFA Conservation and Management Measures 
(CCMs) adopted by the Commission. The Union of Comoros ensures that all vessels fishing in SIOFA 
waters adopt sustainable practices to protect and promote the long-term sustainability of the 
potential lobster fishery. The intended duration of each fishing trip is expected to be 80 days. It should 
be noted that f/v Rinascente 9 carried out only one fishing trip in SIOFA during 2024. 

Description of fisheries 

In early 2024, the Union of Comoros issued a fishing license to the f/v Rinascente 9, allowing it to 
operate in SIOFA waters targeting crustaceans with traps. The vessel is operated by Comoros Anglers 
SARL, a Company registered under the laws of the Union of Comoros and based in Moroni. At present, 
it is the only vessel flying the Comorian flag operating in the international waters of the Indian Ocean. 
During its trip in 2024 the f/v Rinascente 9 fished exclusively with longline trap fishing method (Table 
1).  

Table 1: Fleet composition (number of vessels by gear type and size and how this has changed by 
year). 

Year Vessels that actively fished 
Longline trap 

2024 1 
 (3.12 tonnes) 

The f/v Rinascente 9 is specialised in lobster fishing with traps. The vessel is equipped with a hydraulic 
winch allowing it to fish at depths between 200 and 2500 meters. Traps had the following dimensions: 
130 cm diameter at the base, 55 cm high and 65 cm diameter at the top. Traps have a top entrance of 
25 cm in diameter and the trap is covered with netting of 3.5 cm mesh. The main line for each string 
of traps is made of 32 mm polypropylene rope with each trap on each string spaced 30 meters apart. 
The length on main line is up to 1850 meters long.  

Vessel name f/v Rinascente 9 
Registration Number 1600050 
Vessel length: 45.70 meters 
Breadth 8.50 meters 
Depth 3.65 meters 
Gross tonnage 498 tons 
Port of registry Moroni, Union of Comoros 
Vessel owner Ebi Fishing Co., Ltd 
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IMO Number 8947412 
Radio Call Sign D6HD3 
Vessel Type Fishing Vessel 
Fishing Gear Type Traps 
Power of Main Engine 870 KW 
Material of Hull Steel 
Year Build 1998 
Main Engine Maker Hanshin Iron Works Co., Ltd. 
Fishhold capacity 503,5 m3 
Model of Engine LH26RR 
Place of build Fong Kuo Shipbuilding, Taiwan 
Equipment Used for Determining Position VMS ; AIS 

 

 

Figure 1. Port side view of the f/v Rinascente 9 

 

Figure 2. Start and end setting positions of the f/v Rinascente in 2024 (red dots). The SIOFA bottom 
fishing activity footprint is also shown (green polygon). 
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Catch, effort and CPUE summaries 

The f/v Rinascente 9 conducted only one fishing trip in 2024, which departed Port Victoria, Seychelles 
on 30 March 2024 and commenced fishing operations at 19:18 on 10 April 2024. Fishing operations 
ceased at 18:15 on 28 May 2024, arriving in Maputo, Mozambique on the 17 June 2024. The vessel 
spent 45 days actively fishing, three days were lost due to adverse weather conditions. 17 days were 
spent steaming to fishing grounds and 19 days returning to port Maputo, Mozambique. Note, that the 
vessel was on anchor for 12 days before the vessel was alongside port Maputo. 

Trip summary 
Port of departure Port Victoria, Seychelles 
Date of departure 30 March 2024 
Arrival on fishing grounds 10 April 2024 
Start fishing 10 April 2024 
End fishing 28 May 2024 
Depart fishing grounds 28 May 2024 
Port of return Maputo, Mozambique 
Date of return 17 June 2025 
Activity 
Fishing operations 45 days 
Transition to area of the fishery 17 days 
Not fishing meteor conditions 3 days 
Transition to the area of the port 19 days 

The f/v Rinascente 9 targeted lobster (Jasus and Projasus) species on seamounts and ridges of the 
Southern Indian Ocean (2, 3a and 3b) (Table 2). These areas were inside the SIOFA footprint area 
where fishing with traps is allowed. A scientific observer was on board to monitor vessel’s operation.  

Overall, 129 lines and 6 234 traps were set, all of which were hauled. On average 48 traps were 
attached to a single line. A total catch of 9 316.42 kg green weight and 3123.52 kg product weight 
(retained catch) of Jasus and Projasus spp was landed (Tables 3a,b and 4). Catch rates were 
approximately 24 kg of retained lobster per line or 0.5 kg per trap. 87 kg of females with eggs and 
juveniles were released alive and no fish bycatch or VME bycatch was recorded. Fishing depths ranged 
from 100 m to 670 m with an average depth of 328 m.  

Table 2: Summary table of lobster trap effort (number of sets) by sub-area.  
Year Sub-areas for reporting catch and effort data 

1 2 3.a 3.b 4 5 6 7 8 
2024  11  67  51       

Table 3a: Summary table of lobster trap catches (product weight kg) by sub-area 
Year Sub-areas for reporting catch and effort data 

1 2 3.a 3.b 4 5 6 7 8 
2024  0 1443.78 1679.74      

Table 3b: Summary table of lobster trap catches (green weight kg) by sub-area 
Year Sub-areas for reporting catch and effort data 

1 2 3.a 3.b 4 5 6 7 8 
2024  0 4331.20 4985.22      
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Table 4: Catch (product weight kg) by species for main target, bycatch, associated and dependent 
species (R-retained and D-discarded) 

Year 
 

Jasus and Projasus 
R D 

2024 3123.52 87 

Analysis from this trip showed that the soak time for the traps on the bottom varied but it became 
clear that shorter soak times produced higher catch rates. Soak times therefore were maintained at 
about 24 hours for the proceeding trip, with setting and retrieval of lines occurring within 24 hours, 
except for when weather and sea conditions did not permit.  

Low catch rates were attributed to the limited availability of bait in the traps. During this trip, only 1 
kg of frozen mackerel bait was used per trap. For future trips, bait will be switched to frozen Cape 
hake heads and quantities will be increased to 5–10 kg per trap to enhance catch rates. 

Fisheries data collection and research activities 

The Union of Comoros established a rigorous data collection programme, which included biological 
data collection of the target species, observations of bycatch including VMEs, and a reporting system 
for data sets necessary to evaluate biomass assessments and geographical distribution of the target 
species.  

The vessel and its operators reported all activities within the SIOFA area in full compliance with legal 
specifications and requirements. This included notifying authorities of entry and exit from SIOFA 
waters, providing adequate prior notice of planned trips into SIOFA, and notifying the date and port 
of arrival after completing a trip. While at sea, the vessel continuously reported its location and current 
activities through the Vessel Monitoring System (VMS), with the Master ensuring day-to-day 
operations complied with Union of Comoros laws and SIOFA Conservation and Management Measures 
(CMMs). The Union of Comoros ensured a scientific observer was on board, responsible for recording 
biological data, waste management, seabird and marine mammal interactions and mitigation 
measures in accordance with convention requirements. It is important to note that observer data for 
the 2024 trip of the f/v Rinascente 9 is unavailable. 

A daily effort regarding catch data and production log was collected to better understand the target 
species and captured operational information on a set-by-set basis. Lost gear was also recorded on a 
set-by-set basis or trap by trap basis. The Union of Comoros submitted the logbook at the end of the 
trip.  

Logbook data (provided to SIOFA in accordance with SIOFA CMM 2021/02), was recorded on paper, 
which was then captured electronically using excel (Table 5). 

Table 5: Details on the scales and resolutions of the fishery data collection for one fishery 
 Lobster trap data collection items 
Year tow / set 

(individual or some 
aggregation) 

time scale 
(set-tow hauling 
time, daily, etc.) 

spatial scale 
(tow/set exact position 
or grid, please provide 
grid resolution) 

species details  
(any aggregation or 
species grouping) 

2024 Commercial 
(skipper) logbook 

Set by set Set positions Jasus and Projasus 
aggregated 



SC-10-12 - National Report of the Comoros 2025 
 

5 
 

The recording of lost gear and traps remains a priority for the Union of Comoros as it is an indicator of 
the vessel’s imprint in the SIOFA area. Lost traps have potential negative impacts in the environment 
and could lead to ghost fishing. If any gear was lost, the Union of Comoros flagged vessel reported the 
event in the daily logs during the fishing activities.  

Sections of the trap’s nylon mesh was cut and then sewn back together with cotton string, in case the 
traps were lost and not found. The cotton string would eventually decompose, and the traps would 
then remain opened, so ghost fishing was mitigated. During the trip of the f/v Rinascente 9, no fishing 
gears were lost.  

Seabird interactions were monitored by the observer. Deployment of the trap longline were done 
directly off the stern of the vessel and the weight of the traps resulted in rapid sinking of the gear until 
the trap was fully submerged. This minimised potential impact with seabirds and mammals or other 
potential Endangered, Threatened and Protected (ETP) species. Bait jars were filled with bait and 
tethered to the inside of the trap while the traps were staggered and attached to the ground line just 
before they were deployed off the stern of the vessel. During the trip of the f/v Rinascente 9, no 
seabirds, turtles or marine mammals were recorded interacting with the fishing gear. 

It is common practice for Jasus spp. and other lobster commercial fisheries to avoid areas and seasons 
with the likelihood of high proportions of berried fish. The proportions of berried lobster were 
therefore closely monitored. The Union of Comoros proposed a temporal closure during the lobster 
spawning season (July to August) and will continue to monitor the number of berried females and 
avoid seasons when females are carrying eggs.  

At the time, no Total Allowable Catch (TAC) limits or closures of specific seamounts for lobster fishing 
were implemented. However, the Scientific Committee later recommended introducing an annual TAC 
of 300 tonnes and limiting fishing to 15 days on one seamount per trip. The Union of Comoros is 
adhering to this regulation.  

VME thresholds 

The fishing logbook and scientific observer data collected during this trip did not record any detailed 
information which support any VME management. In other words, no VME indicator species were 
recorded during this trip and therefore no thresholds were breached. 

Biological sampling and length/age composition of catches 

During the trip of the f/v Rinascente 9, no length or age data was collected however, individuals caught 
were from 1 kgs to 5 kgs and 350 gr to 550 gr for Jasus spp. and Projasus spp. respectively.  

Based on the seamounts fished during the trip, bycatch and non-target species catch was low (<5%). 
It was apparent that deeper sets encounter crabs. Small amounts of fish bycatch were expected 
comprising of yellow tailed king fish, leatherjacket fish, puffer fish and tarakihi. Because of low 
occurrence and highly selective nature of the gear, impact projections and risk assessment are not 
possible for these species at this time.  

The Union of Comoros intends to persist with a selective approach of deploying traps only in areas 
where there is a likelihood of high density of the target lobster species. The approach of using longline 
traps has proven to be successful considering low bycatch rate.  
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Description of data verification mechanisms 

Various data verification mechanisms were used to ensured that fishing operations were recorded. 
Positional data was plotted using Arc View GIS and verified. Vessel trip and landing reports were 
submitted as part of routine monitoring. VMS data was also collected. 

Summary of observer and port sampling programs 

A scientific observer was deployed on the f/v Rinascente 9 for the duration of the trip in 2024; 
however, no reliable observer data is available. This shortcoming highlighted the need for more 
rigorous observer selection and training to ensure accurate data collection. Moving forward, all trips 
on the f/v Rinascente 9 will have highly trained and competent observers onboard.  

The Union of Comoros does not have a port sampling program for vessels fishing within the SIOFA 
area.  

Relevant social and economic information (optional) 

The Union of Comoros is a new player in SIOFA fisheries. At the same time the fishing industry is 
extremely important in the development of the Comoros’ economy. The Union of Comoros plans to 
work closely with SIOFA as well as with operators and crew of the f/v Rinascente 9 to ensure the 
continued sustainability and development of lobster fisheries in the Indian Ocean. 

Conclusion 

For the next fishing trip of the f/v Rinascente 9, the Union of Comoros will remain committed to 
ensuring sustainable lobster fishing practices while contributing to the responsible management of 
SIOFA fisheries. Reliable biological data collection will be prioritised, including measurements of 
carapace length, tail width, whole weight, and tail weight of lobsters, as well as tagging lobsters in pre-
molt conditions to estimate growth rates and population size. Best practices will be enforced to 
monitor and avoid the capture of egg-bearing female lobsters, with proposed seasonal closures during 
the lobster spawning period (July to August) to protect breeding populations. Observer and other data 
recording programs will be enhanced to ensure the collection of catch composition, bycatch, and 
fishing effort data, while ensuring compliance with regulations. Measures to mitigate gear loss, such 
as using cotton string that decomposes over time, will continue. Benthic and habitat impact 
assessments will use camera footage to monitor gear impacts and interactions with Vulnerable Marine 
Ecosystems (VMEs), with adjustments to fishing sites if significant VME indicators are encountered. 
Efforts to reduce bycatch and environmental impact will involve implementing selective gear, escape 
panels, and avoiding anchors to protect the seafloor. Long-term monitoring and sustainability 
strategies will incorporate historical data and ongoing research to assess lobster distribution and 
abundance, ensuring adaptive management for the fishery's continued viability. 
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